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The Mystery of America

T Is not often that you see a man of |
I 92 who, after a lfetime of original
books in preparation. Such is Henry
Vignaud, an American in Paris, of old |
Louislana family and the most distin- |
guished of living Americanists.

He would be a astriking figure to-day if
only from the fact that he came to France

research, is still writing and has new rope by Greenland and Labrador. It inc

in 1383 as secretary to the Confederate
dipl Lie ission of Mason and SU-
dell. In 1372 he was comnected with the

Alabama Claims Commission at Geneva.
And for ffty years since he served with
our diplomatic establishment in Paris, fre-
quently acting as charge d'affaires, and
remains to-day honorary counselor of the
embassy.

But when you remember that Henry
Vignaud is also author of twenty-four |
works relating to the discovery of America, |
and several of them of giant proportlons; |
that in his long diplomatie service he had |
accesa to collections and enjoyed personal |
telations with the great on both sides of
the Atlantic; that he has long been cor-
responding member of the French Insti-
tute, president of the Soclety of Ameri-
canists of Paris, honered guest at learned
International congresses, technical
touch with specialists of the subject—why,
then, It Is easy to see how the Mystery of
America, which he and decldes
of in the ripe experience ninety-
sagond year, Is of interest Ameri-
caps,

Who were the aboriginal Americans? |
Where did the Indians come from? Did
tw spring from the soil or emigrate from
elgewhere? Were their ancestors black,
yollow or white—or neither? And the
my=tery thickens with the extinet civili-
zations of Mexico and Central and Bouth
America, which have left such grand and
Inexplicable monuments behind them

in

jumms up

f

his
all

0

to

The specialists are not agreed,
They have explored, dugz and photo-
graphed; compared hieroglyphics, langungs
M= and human skulls; sounded oecean
depihs, compared Innd fossils and . eriti-
cizedd obscure Spanish and Indlan authors
of Conquest to form conflicting
nry Vig-
oOwWn re-
all these
apecia and s = (deeply versed In
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Ranki . "'--r:-|,'.'-.-' of Peru by Ta
tars of Kubla-Khan" (London, 1%
For the tw years that [ have en-
foyed Mr. Vignaud's personal friendship 1

have admired and wondered at the monu-
Hbrary (absolutely complete, 1
k) that he has collected 1 whose ul-

mental
thi

timate destination, legally fixed already.
i« for-n eat American university

So, now, to look them over with Henry
Yignaud!

Man did not spring from'the American
soil.

Agassaiz, Haeckel, Bory St. Vingent, Mor-
ton, Meign and others thought he
had done so. Huxley was strong an
antarctic continent as spot of origin, and
as late as Osborn, the eminent American
naturalist (“The Age of Mammals™ N. T,

1919), the idea 1 been flirted with. The
big bump came, however, with the alleged
discovery of Ameghino, South

American naturalist, who proved by bones
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found on the pampas of the Argentine
that all humanity had aprung from down
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By STERLING HEILIG.

(2)—Land united Alaska to the Aleutian
Isies and Kamchatka. (3)—A north At-
lantle continent united Ameriea and Eu-

cluded the British Isles, and the climate
was temperate. Lapparent, the geologist,
claims that it did not sink until the
Pleistocena (200000 years ago) and that
man could have remembered it

There was (4) another Atlantic conti-
nent from the Mediterranean to the
Antilles. This was the Lost Atlantis of
Plato, lgnatius Donneily and Pierre Benoit.
Then (3) the Africano-Brazilian continent |
of Haug. (8)—An Australian-Pacific conti- |
Bent, extending to the west coast of South |
Amierica. The South Bea lIslands are its|
vestiges Clark claims that America re-|
celved much of its population by this route. I
It Is “The Secret of the Pacific® in which
Reginald Enoch cites vast ruined South

gingle sclence but reconciling all as much
as possjble, cannot go back even that far.
If man were in America in the stone

age of the Old World how had he not

multiplied beyond the scattered populations
discovered in 14927

Worse, how had they not made more
progresz up to a date when Chinese and
other Aslatics, not to mention Europe, had
attained high clvilization? As early as
B. C. 2,000, says Mr. Vignaud, the Chinese
formed civilized communitiex; “and yet
earlier modern investigations indicate the
yellow race as having attained great cul-
ture.,” How did those who had gone to
America, where nothing opposed their
development, remain so far behind?”

Why does he make this reference to the
yellow race? Because the Indians of both
Americas. although their languages have

|
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of civilization!
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(7) there was Americano-Afri-

cano-Australian continent, urged by Mar-
cou, eminss

an

t French geologist.

i8S more

or lexs (8) the Austro-Indo-Madaguscar |
continent of Al he “Gandvana” of
Sueas New Zealand, Ecua-
dor And, strongest (9),
the A ontinent which our Osborn |
belivves In
Which route did our abotigines take?
American Indlans, north and south,

‘form one race group, sharply character-
ized, whose language cannot be linked up
with any of those of the Old World"

Also, when the Spanish arrived among
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no such relation, are distinctly
Asintie yellow race type!

White, yellow, black, these stick!
ahly
Chapin (N, Y., 1913) claims that the orig-
inal type of all is the white man
Duckworth 1904) supposes a
lost type, from which have ceme the white

of the

Prob-

{Cumbridge,

and the yellow, but not the black, But
according to a very lenrned Australian,
Griffith Tayor, the parcng of us all is the

black man, and yellow gave birth to white
N. X., Jan. 1821).
As o fact, the aboriginal Amerfeans did not

{Geographical Review,

get rid of their yellow Mongolian charac-

teristics

“In 1912 an Americun anthropologist |
profoundly verseéd In these subjects,” says
M1y Vignaud ‘I Hrdlicka explored
Asiatic Siberia" in this sense and *“found

even more than he had looked for™ On

the Yenisei River, particularly, among sur- |
vivors of the purest oll populations he
found types Identical with those of our
North American Indians. The ideniity ex-
tended oven to mentality, manner of dress,
&, (International = of Prehistoric

Archeology,

Holmes majority of
Americran come to take
hi= v. In France Marcellir ». Ver-
nen Hivet and Cuag » it. B,
tiod thought Humbol itrefarges,
Haum wnd Noaduaillac, The only differences
are us to purity of roce. Some think that
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primitive yellow type.
Vignaud takes small stock In It but
came from northern Asia,

They came in successive small emigra-

emigrutions

erably

4 parent type preceded them. Stuart |

W. L. |

tions. They did not have the plow, the use
of cereals, nor knowledge of iron. Neither
had they flocks. Hunting and fishing they
must ever pass onward, The HEskimos
formed the first emigration, and special-

Continued on Page Twenty-three.

THE MOTHER
OF ALL LIVING

By Robert Keable, Author of
| “Simon Called Peter”

The New York Times says: “Far
and away the most interesting
character in the book is the
vivid, passionate, intelligent,
widely read, ruthless and strong-
willed, but generous, fascinating
Pamela, who dabbled in strange
arts and ran strange risks, be-
sides playing an ugly game from
excellent motives."”

—Lowise M, Field,
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“The crowning work of
Mrs. Burnett's long and
| busy career,"”—Jokn Clair
| Minot, Boston Herald,
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